
Unit: 4 

Grade Level:  8th Grade American History 
Unit 4 Name: The Constitution 
Pacing:  3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.3.GS.D  
Evaluate the successes and challenges of 
the Articles of Confederation to explain the 
need for a Constitutional Convention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.3.GS.E  
Apply the principles of rule of law, 
representation, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, and federalism to 
explain the purposes and functions of the 
Constitution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 
 

● I can summarize Shay’s 
Rebellion. 

● I can analyze Northwest 
Ordinance 1785,1787 

● I can evaluate how the Articles 
of Confederation created a 
weak national government. 

● I can describe the purpose of 
the Constitutional Convention. 

 
 

● I can explain separation of 
powers. 

● I can define supremacy clause. 
● I can explain the need for 

balance of power between 
federal and state governments. 

● I can summarize rule of law. 
●  I can summarize how checks 

and balances work in our 
government. 

● I can describe the differences 
in national, state, and shared 
powers. 

Supporting Standards:  
 
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A A.  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8-A-H-1-CC-C 
With assistance develop a research, plan, 
identify appropriate resources for 
investigating social studies topics and 
create a research product which applies an 
aspect of American History prior to c.1870 
to a contemporary issue. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.D  
Explain the major debates that occurred 
during the adoption of the Constitution and 
their ultimate resolution. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.E  



 

 
● I can define federalism. 

     I can analyze and describe the 
structure of the Constitution. 
⮚  I can analyze and describe the Bill 

of Rights   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluate the responses of early American 
leaders to the social, political, economic 
and religious challenges facing the new 
nation 
6-8.AH.1.GS.A  
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society in 
American history prior to c. 1870.  
6-8.AH.3.GS.F  
Describe the origins and purposes of the 
Bill of Rights and evaluate the enduring 
significance of these concepts to the 
preservation of individual rights and 
liberties.  
6-8.AH.5.GS.B  
Analyze federalism and popular 
sovereignty to explain peoples’ 
expectations of the role of government and 
their place in governance. 
6-8.AH.3.G.B  
Evaluate the relationships among 
population, representation, and their effect 
on power in the new government. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.3.EC.C  
Trace the development of the American 
economic system to explain how taxes, 
tariffs, and monetary policies were used to 
establish sustainability and growth.  
6-8.AH.1.PC.A  
Using an American history lens, describe 
how peoples’ perspectives shaped the 
sources/artifacts they created.  



6-8.AH.3.PC.D  
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine the extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize 
the promise of American ideals. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.E  
Analyze the artistic and intellectual 
achievements of early Americans to 
provide evidence of an emerging American 
identity. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  

Big Ideas: 
 
From Monarchy to Democracy: 
The Creation of the Articles of 
Confederation and the United 
States Constitution 
--We the People; The U.S. 
Constitution, and the Bill of 
Rights 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How did the Articles of Confederation and 
the Constitution contribute to the 
implementation of the ideals of the 
Declaration of Independence?  
• How did the deficiencies of the Article of 
Confederation lead to the creation of the 
Constitution?  
What makes the U.S. Constitution 
Relevant today? 
 

Vocabulary: 
Constitution 
Bill of Rights 
Articles of Confederation 
Northwest Ordinance 
Shay’s Rebellion 
Virginia Plan 
New Jersey Plan 
Three-Fifths Compromise 
ceded 
Magna Carta 
Civic 
Free enterprise 
Republic 
Ratify 
Federalists 
Antifederalists 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 


